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SPAIN
Spain has a highly developed infrastructure and 
communications network, and an ICT sector that  
has experienced strong development with a high level  
of cloud adoption. Innovation is strong, with start-up 
businesses accounting for 73% of GDP and 
generating 65% of employment. A large metropolitan 
population in Madrid, traditional links to Latin America 
and low labour costs contribute to its potential as  
a key business location. 

SWEDEN
Sweden is a prime location for centralised  
operations in Northern Europe, well connected  
to rest of Scandinavia, mainland Europe and Russia.  
A frontrunner in adopting new technologies and 
setting new consumer trends, our analysis also shows 
it as being one of the easiest places to do business. 
The availability of free cooling makes it a highly 
sustainable and cost-effective location for IT 
infrastructure and it also has very low energy costs.

UNITED KINGDOM
The third largest economy in Europe and a G8 
member, our analysis shows the UK is also one  
of Europe's most innovative and easiest countries  
to do business. It's a landing place for transatlantic 
cable systems and the world's highest ranked  
country for Internet capacity. London is one  
of Europe's best-connected cities and a location  
of choice for financial firms, digital entrepreneurs  
and technology innovators.

§  According to Akamai figures published by Statista and Mashable 
(mashable.com/2013/08/22/fastest-internet-world/).

NETHERLANDS
With a ranking among the top five nations globally for 
international bandwidth and one of the best connected 
cities worldwide (Amsterdam), the Netherlands is an 
excellent location for European operations. As well  
as being a gateway to Europe it has a developed  
local market with a significant GDP, a high innovation 
ranking, a top-five world ranking in terms of average 
Internet connection speed§, and the second highest 
internet penetration in our analysis.

SWITZERLAND
A member of EFTA, Switzerland maintains strong 
trading links with the EU and is bordered by three  
of its largest market economies. It's all about stability 
and neutrality in Switzerland, illustrated by the very 
low risk profile and a favourable corporate tax rate.  
In addition,the country's approach to data protection 
makes it one of the safest havens in the world  
for privacy.

If you'd like to take advantage of Interxion's 
experience in these countries to discuss your 
requirements, please contact us. Over the past  
15 years Interxion has designed and built more 
data centres in Europe than anybody else and  
we currently operate more than 30 facilities across 
the continent. This extensive experience gives  
us important insights into the key differences 
between countries, the strengths of each, and the 
factors to consider when choosing a European 
location for your IT infrastructure.
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We have more than 30 data centres in 13 European cities  
to support your IT services. More than 450 fixed and mobile 
carriers and ISPs and 19 Internet exchanges provide connectivity 
services in our data centres. We host communities of interest 
that bring customers together to create valuable business 
relationships and minimise networking costs and latency 
through direct cross connects. By colocating with us, 
organisations are able to reduce investment and operating 
costs, improve application performance, increase flexibility,  
and create new business opportunities. 

In the past 15 years we've designed and built more data 
centres in Europe than anybody else, and in doing so have 
pioneered many of today's key design approaches, such  
as modular design and build, designing for PUE, and cold aisle 
containment. Many of our data centres use 100% renewable 
energy, and many ‘green’ innovations are now standard 
practice for us, setting standards in sustainability. Because we 
use a common design, operating, management and customer 
service framework across all of our data centres, customers  
get the same high level of service in each location.

INTERXION – A SHORT  
INTRODUCTION

Interxion is a leading provider of cloud and carrier-neutral colocation data 
centre services in Europe. More than 1,300 businesses rely on us to host  
their mission-critical systems and data, drawn by the quality of service,  
security and choice of connectivity we provide.

http://www.interxion.com
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APPENDIX: CRITERIA USED  
IN THIS COMPARISON

Criterion Source Source URL Definition

GDP IMF World Economic Outlook 
Database (October 2012)

http://tinyurl.com/ov88zml Total annual GDP in billions  
of dollars (US)

Global innovation INSEAD Global Innovation Index 
(2012)

http://tinyurl.com/alnjjzf Data collected from World Bank,  
and collated by INSEAD from the 
Innovation Input Sub-Index and the 
Innovation Output Sub-Index. 
Switzerland, with a score of 68.2, 
was the highest ranked country  
out of 141 countries. All 11 of the 
countries we cover are in the top 30

Internet penetration World Bank DataBank (2011) http://tinyurl.com/npowzhp % of population with access  
to the Internet

Smartphone Penetration Wired article (2011) http://tinyurl.com/nge28mf % of population with a smartphone

Population Worldatlas (2012E) http://tinyurl.com/oglzrsu 2012 estimated population figures

Size of metropolitan area Eurostat (2012) http://tinyurl.com/p4k8ng ** 2012 population (some provisional)  
of the major metropolitan business 
area of each country

Ease of doing business IFC and World Bank: Doing 
Business Economy Rankings (2013 
edition, giving 2012 rankings)

http://www.doingbusiness.org/
rankings

Ranking is the average of the 
percentile rankings across 10 topics: 
starting a business, dealing with 
construction permits, getting 
electricity, registering property,  
getting credit, protecting investors, 
paying taxes, trading across 
borders, enforcing contracts and 
resolving insolvency

Political stability World Bank DataBank (2011) http://tinyurl.com/ppj9aft †† Measures perceptions of the 
likelihood that the government will  
be destabilised or overthrown by 
unconstitutional or violent means, 
including politically-motivated 
violence and terrorism.  
0 = perceived very unstable;  
100 = perceived very stable

Perception of corruption Transparency International: 
Corruption Perceptions Index (2012)

http://www.transparency.org/
cpi2012/results

Scores are based on how corrupt 
the public sector is perceived to be 
on  
a scale of 0-100, (0 meaning highly 
corrupt, 100 meaning very clean)

Natural disaster risk Maplecroft: Natural disasters Risk 
Index (2010)

http://tinyurl.com/nsjepup The index takes into account the 
major natural hazards worldwide, 
including: seismic activity, tsunamis, 
volcanoes, landslides, flooding, 
tropical storms and cyclones, storm 
surges, severe storms, extra-tropical 
cyclones, wildfires and drought

**  Search for ' met_pjanaggr3' and follow the data-tree arrows.
†   In the Worldwide Governance Indicators database, select desired countries, then under SERIES select 'Political Stability  

and Absence of Violence/Terrorism: Percentile Rank', under TIME select 2012, then select 'TABLE' at top right.
‡  Search for 'income by broad group of citizenship' and follow the data-tree arrows, then set INDIC_IL to mean instead of median.

http://www.interxion.com
http://tinyurl.com/ov88zml
http://tinyurl.com/alnjjzf
http://tinyurl.com/npowzhp
http://tinyurl.com/nge28mf
http://tinyurl.com/oglzrsu
http://tinyurl.com/p4k8ng
http://www.doingbusiness.org/rankings
http://www.doingbusiness.org/rankings
http://tinyurl.com/ppj9aft
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results
http://tinyurl.com/nsjepup
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Criterion Source Source URL Definition

Corporate tax rate World Bank: Total tax rate (2012) http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/
IC.TAX.TOTL.CP.ZS

The amount of taxes and  
mandatory contributions payable  
by businesses, after accounting  
for allowable deductions and 
exemptions, as a share (%)  
of commercial profits

Average salary per capita Eurostat http://tinyurl.com/p4k8ng ‡‡ Mean income by broad group  
of citizenship (population aged  
18 and over) in Euros

Costs of redundancy dismissal IFC and World Bank: Doing 
Business (2010)

http://tinyurl.com/lxdoqgx Ranking of redundancy cost and 
notice period, indicating labour 
flexibility. 0 = low difficulty;  
100 = high

Strength of labour union SUNY Buffalo Law School, "Labor 
Law and Union Strength in 21 
OECD Countries" (July 2011)

http://tinyurl.com/pv7hljc Union density used as the measure 
of union strength

Industrial electricity kW/h energy.eu (May 2013) http://energy.eu Industrial electricity pricing in euros, 
based on an annual consumption  
of 2GWh/year. The figures are from 
May 2013; they may have been 
updated since

Renewable energy energy.eu (2020 target) http://energy.eu Share (%) of gross final energy 
consumption that is from renewable 
sources, comprising direct use of 
renewables (eg, biofuels) plus 
energy produced from renewables 
(eg, wind, hydro). The figures are 
country targets for 2020

Internet capacity Telegeography (2012) http://global-internet-map-2012.
telegeography.com

Global ranking of internet capacity 
hubs in terms of connected internet 
capacity in Tbps (zoom in on the 
map to see the rankings)

Data protection legislation Forrester, Privacy and data 
protection by country, global heat 
map (2013)

http://heatmap.forrestertools.com Strength of current data  
protection legislation

http://www.interxion.com
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.TAX.TOTL.CP.ZS
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IC.TAX.TOTL.CP.ZS
http://tinyurl.com/p4k8ng
http://tinyurl.com/lxdoqgx
http://tinyurl.com/pv7hljc
http://energy.eu
http://energy.eu
http://global-internet-map-2012.telegeography.com
http://global-internet-map-2012.telegeography.com
http://global-internet-map-2012.telegeography.com
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INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
Main:  + 44 207 375 7070 
Fax:  + 44 207 375 7059 
E-mail:  hq.info@interxion.com

EUROPEAN CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTRE (ECSC)
Toll free from Europe:  + 800 00 999 222
Toll free from the US:  185 55 999 222
E-mail:  customer.services@interxion.com

www.interxion.com

Interxion is compliant with the internationally recognised ISO/IEC 27001 certification for Information Security Management
and ISO 22301 for Business Continuity Management across all our European operations. © Copyright 2013 Interxion. WP-GEN-HQBUSINESS-en-11/13

INDUSTRY ASSOCIATIONS

Cofounder: Uptime Institute  
EMEA chapter

Founding member: European  
Data Centre Association

Patron: European Internet  
Exchange Association

Member: The Green Grid,  
with role on Advisory Council  
and Technical Committee

Contributor: EC Joint Research  
Centre on Sustainability

Member: EuroCloud

ACCREDITATIONS

ISO 22301 Business  
Continuity Management

ISO/IEC 27001 Information  
Security Management

ITILv3-certified Service Centre 
Members and Facilities Managers


